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April 4, 2006

His Excellency Saparmurad A. Niyazov
President
Republic of Turkmenistan
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan

Dear President Niyazov:

We write today to express our deep concern about the continued confinement in a
psychiatric hospital of 64-year-old prisoner of conscience Gurbandurdy Durdykuliev as
punishment for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression. Considering that
Turkmenistan is a participating State in the Organization for Securty and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), and that you personally signed the Helsinki Final Act when Turkmenistan freely joined
we are gravely troubled by the extreme punishment for his peaceful activities and respectfully
ask for his immediate and unconditional release.

On January 3 , 2004, Mr. Durdykuliev sent letters both to you and to a regional governor
requesting authorization for a peaceful demonstration to take place the following month on the
main square of Balkanabad. The demonstrators were going to protest governent policies and
urge authorities to alter those policies.

On February 14 , 2004, Mr. Durdykuliev was taken from his home in Suvchy and forcibly
confined to a psychiatric hospital in Balkanabad. Shortly afterwards he was transferred across the
country to a psychiatric hospital in Garashsyzlyk District, where he was diagnosed as suffering
from "wild paranoia in an aggressive form." However, several medical staff of the hospital in
Garashsyzlyk reportedly told Mr. Durdykuliev s relatives that they had not found any sign of
mental illness but that authorities had pressured them to diagnose him as mentally ill. He is
believed to be in a poor state of health, suffering from fever, severe stomach pains, and the
aftereffects of a heart attack.

While your governent may not have welcomed the comments of Mr. Durdykuliev
international standards recognize his right to make such non-violent observations. Freedom of
expression is protected under the United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and under various OSCE commitments.

Weare troubled to see a return in Turkmenistan to the forced psychiatric confinement of
political dissidents - a practice that was a despicable hallmark of oppression during the Soviet
era. We urge you to take a public stand against this practice and order the immediate and
unconditional release of Gurbandurdy Durdykuliev. We thank you in advance for your assistance
with this serious matter.

Sincerely,

Chrstopher H. Smith, M.Sam Brownback, U.
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CC: The Honorable Tracey Ann Jacobson, U. S. Ambassador to Turkmenistan
His Excellency Meret B. Orazov, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkmenistan


